HARPER

NATIONAL LOSS.

Wreck of Clifden Station.

SET-BACK TO SCIENCE.

By the destruction by Irregulars of 12
iransatlantic wirelesi station at Clifden,
Ireland hos suffered not only severe momne-
tary lo=s, but great damage has also been
fuflicted on the commercial community, and
the measura of the check to scientific pre-
Eress ia incalculable

A geutlemen prominently indentified with
wireleas developmen®, in an interview wit
an “Irish Independent' representative, -
ferred to the wrecking of the imstitution as
am nationnl loss, much greater than .ux
monelary consideration might suggest. Not
slone, ho pointed ont, had hundreds
skilled workers been thrown out of empluy-
menl but & national service had been de-
molizhed, the scope o which, from a com-
mercial point of view, could not L¢ exagger-
atad.

It was a service floted, in the first in-

slance, by Irish money, and at preeent o

large-~ amcunt of Irisl capital was investod
i il '

Its national importance could be gauged
by the fact that ounly one other station of
its nature exists on this side of lie atluntis,
awd this ia in Vwales.
Clifden station was in direct touch with
Qlace Bay, Nova Scotia, from which all

transatlhntioc messages ‘were distibbuted
to the Western world. As a receiving #a-
tion it =erved not alome Great Britain, bat
plsa the Comtinent, and when meecages were

received tiu-:.- were transmitted hj' tke over- |
S0 much was it availed of thaw

land linea,
it was continually enguged either in Le
transmission or reception of mes-ages, most-
Iy of a commercial nature.

In the trapsmisston of wes-aves the work
was divided between Ulifden and the Welsh
slation. The resnlt of its destruction may
no: alone mean a great delay in the recepis
ion or transmission of important meess Gres,

But what ix of oreater comcoquonce. the
comitlete wiping out of the service.

lis destruction will also enteil considev-
able delay in the exnerimental telephony Jde-
velopment which was &n Profrss. Nt
withstanding  the great strides recently
wmade in fircless, Clifden station had kept
full pace with the times, new develupments
being mtroduced as the occasion preseuted.

Tuly recently bad a development in won-
tanuous wate transmission beem introduoced
and further schiemes for advancemont were
under consideration. The station was st
uated on an excelle it position, and our in-
formant expro=ed the opinion that it would
be a groat calamity were steps mot t:&ken
immediately to havo it Teerected “before
some other interprising country would step
in and deprive Ircland of such a nutablo
pational landmark.

Tr =

-,

. 4
CAM

The manner in which the mews of the
destruction reached Mr. Mareoni ia graphi-
cally told im “The Times."” The famous
scientist waa returning from America, where
he lnd been making investigations relating
to wircless developments, towards the end
of the return journevy be had the curious
experience of being ""cut off*’ from communi-

cation, I was gottingy some messgics
scnt me for test purposea, and also news,
from Clifden station, Ircland,” be snid,
*Ou Monday when 1 was approaching Eng-

that nothing was reaching me. I could not
make it out. On arrival hero I found that
(lifden station had Leen scized by the Irizh
revolutionaries and some of the buildings
burned.  The staff were expelled.

“*I understand that the main baildings
have not been damaged, but minor ones
| have boen destroyed . It is hoped that coun-
trol of the station will soon be regained.”’
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Mauretania’s Quick Trip.
The Mauretania of the Cunard Line, whick

arrived at Southampton recently, completed
the fastest passage from New York since the
i war. The distance across the Atlantic is
. just over 3,200 miles, and although this last
. voyage is a record, it occupied but two
minutes longer than the previous one. The
' remarkable regularity of the time taken by
this great ship in steaming the Atlantic is
unrivalled by a railway train. There has
not been more tlmn five minutes difference
- iu the last three trips. On four davs during
the last voyage the passengers had the nn-
iyue experience of eeeing the ship cut her
| way through numerous whoals of fixing fish.
As the sharp stem of the Mauretania struck
the shoals, the huge bow wave was a glitter-
ing mass of etrugeling fish.
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Liqueur, and Andrew C,O.M

Whiskey ; Hunt's, Graham's,

Dew's and Sandeman's Wines
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land and whem I was especting to receive |
| important messages. | was surprised to finl
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